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balata is obtained mainly from the southern district known as the
Amazonas Territory, where also certain smaller quantities of
rubber are collected. The exports of balata are shipped at
Ciudad Bolivar, but some of the rubber finds its way to Manaos.
Two other forest products of some importance in Venezuelan
Guiana are the tonka bean or sarrapia, a fruit which is also ex-
ported through Ciudad Bolivar, and is used in the manufacture
of snuff and perfumery, and Bertholletia nuts from the extreme
southern area.

The forests of the Guiana Highlands yield a variety of timbers,
most of which are hardwoods. In fact, owing to the prevalence
of two characteristic kinds of trees producing timber of this type,
the forests in this region are known as the greenheart-mora group
among those of South America. Numerous other useful trees,
however, are found in different parts of the forested tracts of the
highlands, since the composition of the forests varies consider-
ably according to local conditions. Among these are crabwood,
which grows abundantly on the lowlands of British Guiana,
purpleheart and wallaba, common in the central parts of both
Pritish an,d Dutch Guiana, Spanish cedar and balsa, occurring in
the region towards the upper Orinoco in Venezuela. Beside these
there are scores of timber-producing trees in the several-storied
forests that cover upwards of nine-tenths of the Guiana region
north of the main watershed. Recent investigations made in
French Guiana on behalf of the French Government, for example,
indicate that the forests there contain trees yielding 112 different
kinds of wood of economic value, of which light and fairly light
woods comprise 21 per cent of the total stand and heavy durable
woods about 31 per cent.

Hitherto, almost the only timbers that have been commer-
cially exploited in the Guiana region are those of this last-men-
tioned class, including mora, crabwood and greenheart. Limited
quantities of these are exported from British and from Dutch
Guiana for dock and naval construction work in Europe and
North America. Transportation is at present much too difficult
for any large-scale timber-cutting industry to become established,
and the great wealth in cabinet woods accordingly remains al-
most untouched. On the whole, however, the Guiana forests
constitute one of the world's more important untapped timber
reserves. Thanks to their nearness to the sea or to the Orinoco
highway, the task of exploitation will be easier when the time
comes, than in many forested regions in continental interiors
elsewhere. All that is really wanted to make them readily
accessible is the construction of a number of short railways into
the uplands from the coastal or river ports.